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- Research into the construction of an international digital sharing platform for

“HEFICIZ®" FEEREAGRABRFUERLZTARRTR the inheritance of "Memory of the World"” Dongd;?mannwﬁgll: heritage

FrE W EBEAT AR L SEARA Summary of Naxi Ancient Dongba Manuscripts held in the Leiden Umverslty Libraries
AEHRBARS | or_25260 LRAM | 38| AMBSAE | BAGARE [ Dongba menuscript no. | or 25260 | i
2 HEATRECR | KL RHE meH Archive
i;g‘ wRn | kH 7 5 Or 25259 & foeel Other characters
= HHHE = :l‘» HEXRNEHET.

First volume of a ritual manuscript set, OR 25259
is the second volume.

Front
cover

Caremony il
name Sacrifice to the Ancestors
_ Manuscript W o ey T
&R [ zw |vey title Transiation | Sacrifice to the Ancestors (First volume)
2% PSR TS The day of the sacrificial ceremony is most auspicious.
E B8 |y yﬂkvﬁ = Offering sacrifices to the ancestors is like the sheep returning to the pastures with the maost water and
, P! L) grass, like the farmer returning to a mountain of harvested grain, or the wild pig in the forest returning to a
Zﬁ% DOF | FEH% CEAD place filled with food.
In winter the geese fly south, in spring the birds retum. In the new year, the new month, the new
D T F o o bt

= il E m*ﬁ?lulw
.‘unhrkljiﬁ%%f& FHPNEIEE S T r:
‘é ﬁ*u%t] (f 5 by

KEHHC wwm\n GM Q

l J’H'V
KB ERET l'T WH“ PIAE" F i, Bk 2 R—3b— ks
-'4145 H‘T n#ISA 10,
LR AUAHBET= Wz@ﬁ. MM, TRFARHER
i sg Eﬁﬂ mz*ﬁ}; ;mg Jg‘m ’? L% 1 all the impurities are not cleaned during this ceremony, then a great wind will biow in winter, and a
ELEE K%ﬁ 7[[ AR - SRy EUR tree willl fall, blocking the path of the ancestors. In summer rains will come, and a rockfall will block their
H3” MRES T, BETHRE— ﬁ‘ F)\"‘T‘ﬁm X path. The Dongba must read out all the names of the places and the roads, all the imparities on the path
R “E" W FaE. from where the ancestors dwell to the hausshold holding the ceremany must be deansed The cleanest
2 “H,» H"i’lﬁwt‘ ?%’.:}H?\: 3| i . BK spring watter, water from the Jinsha river, from the Wuliang river and from the river by the village must be
2 SR AT R AR A Z T used for the cleansing. The ritual site, altar and all the offerings must be cleansed.
'lﬂ 1&1 K demons of undeanliness must be sent down far away; to whers the ants seem as large as dogs,
CEEEER, the butterfies s2em as large s esgles, bamboo stems are large enouzh for bears to slesp upon, whers
SRR A } single reed could house 2 beshive. At a time when the water flows upward, when two mountains move
her, when white feathers grow upon the crow’s Brow and when th yellow deer grows a black tail —
£t B (?‘t g only then will the demans of uncleaniiness raturn.

. H The text relates the origins of the sacrificial pig. The ritusl calls for the killing of 3 sscrificial black pig.
Rt G- g, BOMBEN. SRE0E BD re e 5 1 b3 s 1, W3 S Sk ) ARETe S b o
s Hﬁtﬂﬁ'l?&ﬁﬁf‘: 2 ““ﬁ.'ﬁ.&"ﬁ.’lﬁm&“ﬁ“"m by the housshold. May they honour their ancestors of thrae
&W” HEGERE— ‘l BE V=% #HANRKER generations every year so that the ancestors can guarantae the lang lives of their descandants.

1. the 20d Ddu s the creator of the uriverse in Naxi myth.

1 “m" #Fﬂtf*;&‘»ﬁ EES A /A Note 2. Dongba Xi shanghong witnessed such a sacrifice to the ancestors when he was young, but he has never

& |2 EBREAERLTSERERR. BASERITEROSE, HESREMIR o, associtec Wit . e leamed 2 it b about this sl in iscussions wih his
bl Summary trensiation and editng.

R EW R 58— Decphering A N N

ERAE: IRE ASAUGH: w6 ALAE | i shanghons Dongha shaman __| P=ehering ora bansiation: He SNl | ppangyu mouisma |
RAPEEEIAN Wor ey | e | Do o

2: 1287D234) it ] Dumn Poupard) [Approval No.: 128Z0234) zZhang ¥u Tayoulamu Deciphering time

PATHLE: féﬁﬁ-’ Mid®: AR FER | BikefF): 2019-09-02 Executing institution: Audiovisual recording for manuscript | September 2019

EERELEZARREHRS | K (Wolfgang Beer) m’iﬁ;ﬁﬂfh“”"“f Donghba Cufture ﬁi"‘ﬁ"'&m..in e peer
MR TRATAE: FERELEEHR Cataloging digital cover of Dongha manuscript provides. Leiden University Libraries (UBL)

the ancestors can return to the place they once lived, to see the faces of the grandchildren they have never
seen before, and the younger generation can look upon their antecedents for the first time.

From the far-off village of the ancestors, their spirits are called back, place by place, village by village,
until they reach this household.
LA The ritual site for the sacrifice to the ancestors is arranged with three trees that represent the
ancestors. The household performing the ritual calls the spirits to these trees, and the ritual altar, and offers
alcohol in silver bowis and tea in gold bowls to the spirits.  Other offerings include rice balls, freshwater
Content fish, mountain goat meat, pine nuts, agar, and honey. All the offerings are placed upon a small stone slab,
summary and the Dongba recites a mantra over them. The last line of which is “The descendants call the ancestors
back, may they keep us safe, as the god Ddu proscribes.”™
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The Dongba recites the ritual manuscripts, entreating the ancestors to take the
offerings away, but to leave good fortune with the family, leaving fortune to the
human world, like the clouds in the sky, the grass on the earth, the precious stones
atop the mountain. the gold flowing in the river, the snow on the branches of the
dragon spruce, or the dew in the bamboo forest. May the ancestors always look over
their descendants.

The household holding the ceremony must remove disasters for the souls of
the ancestors, praying that on the day of their return they do not meet with brigands
in the mountains, leopards in the valleys; that they are not beset by snowstorms in
winter or downpours in summer.

The Dongba ritualist points out the way for the returning ancestor spirits,
reciting each point along the way, from the name of the first village all the way to

the destination, where the ancestors dwell.

FEEE JHEARERT
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Azaleas in the mountains of Shangri-La
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Azaleas in the mountains of Shangri-La Photo by Bai Fengq
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TEFH AF, RN TEAOI/MR S AT LM A LA BOGSE KAKER
TRAKRSE. FHERAFTARHECTHEREG P XH R4 24§83 A
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The wild azaleas bloomed in the mountains of Shangri-La on the e-card, remind us of that
early spring time. Thankfully, the old Dongba shamans living there has deciphered the
Dongba manuscripts collected by eight countries. This year, the academic cooperation
between our Beijing Association of Dongba Culture and Arts (ADCA) and the Leiden
University Libraries CUBL ) has achieved its final results. All Chinese research summaries from
the Dongba Manuscript Collections in the Leiden Unuversity Libraries were completed and
translated into English by ADCA, and audiovisual recordings of the Dongba deciphering
process were also edited into films. Next spring, the UBL and our ADCA will jointly iost an
online exhibition on Dongba script. We Ioolg< forward to presenting the library's precious
Dongba manuscripts and the research achievements of our ADCA to more people in the
world.
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Happy New yean to all Membens & réends!
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